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PRESS ON

“Brothers, I do not consider myself to have taken hold of it. But one thing
I do: Forgetting what is behind and reaching forward to what is ahead.”
Philippians 3:13 (HCSB)

The world will tell you that the dominating influence in your life is your past.
If you came from a difficult home, that will determine the direction of your
lie.(CORRECTION) If your culture was treated unfairly, that will dictate the
condition of your life today. If you were hurt or abused or if your youth was
spent in rebellion, the remainder of your life will be spent struggling with your
past.

Christians, on the other hand, live in freedom because Christ has overcome our
past. The “old things” have been done away with and “new things” have come
(2 Cor. 5:17). God has so totally forgiven the Christian’s sin that He chooses not to
remember it (Isa. 43:25). Christians do not forget the past, but we are not
controlled or motivated by it. The Christian looks to the future with hope.

The people of the world focus on what they are overcoming. Christians focus
on what they are becoming. Christians know that the Holy Spirit is conforming
them into the image of Christ. Christians know that eventually every injustice will
be addressed and every hurt comforted. They know that Satan and death itself, will
finally be brought to an end. The Christian’s future is so full and rich and
exciting that it supersedes whatever happened in the past.

If you are preoccupied with your past, ask God to open your eyes to the
incredible future that awaits you and begin, like Paul, to press on to what is
ahead. AMEN.

Drs. Henry and Richard Blackaby
And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, Al power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” Matthew 28:18 — 20
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